	[Company_Name] Health & Safety Plan 
	Hazard Signs / Warnings



Chapter 1 - Hazard Signs / Warnings 

1.1  Introduction                            

Every reasonable method to warn employees of hazards and dangers and to inform them of the actions required must be utilized.  Signs, characteristic lights, and audible alarms as additional safeguards for built-in mechanical and physical protection must be used.  To ensure uniform response by personnel, the warning signs and devices must be of the same type for similar hazards.  Obtaining and installing the warning systems is the responsibility of the group needing them. 

1.2  Contents and Configuration              

Signs must conform to the colors, symbols, lettering size, and proportions as specified by [Company_Name], except that radiation signs must conform to the requirements stated in 10 CFR 20.  Every warning sign must include the following components: An approved heading that indicates the relative hazard A statement of the type of hazard A statement of what to do or not to do in the area 

1.3  Danger Signs                            

Danger signs are used only where injury or damage is certain to occur if approved operating instructions and procedures are not followed.  Personnel must be warned of the serious consequences of ignoring the message.  The top of this sign says DANGER in white letters on a red oval that is edged by a rectangular black border.  The body of the sign is white with the message printed in black. 

1.4  Caution Signs                           

Caution signs are used where injury or damage is possible and employees must be on their guard.  The top of this sign says CAUTION in yellow letters on a black rectangle.  The body of the sign is yellow with the message printed in black. 

1.5  Informational Signs                     

Informational signs are used where instructions are needed.  The heading says NOTICE in white letters on a green rectangle when the message relates to safety and on a blue rectangle for other messages.  The body of the sign is white with the message printed in black. 

1.6  Directional Signs                       

Directional signs are used to indicate exits, fire escapes, evacuation routes, stairways, location of first aid, etc.  The direction symbol appears near the top in white on a green rectangle.  The body of the sign must have a color contrasting with the general background. 

1.7  Sign Selection                          

The sign portfolio maintained by the Responsible Safety Officer may be used to help in selecting suitable signs.  The Responsible Safety Officer will also advise regarding the types needed and their sources of supply.  The Responsible Safety Officer stocks some signs.  Special signs are custom made in the [Company_Name] shops or are purchased outside. 

1.8  Warning Devices                         

Warning devices such as lights and audible alarms must be installed where they are needed to warn personnel against remaining in or entering hazardous areas. Personnel must be instructed about the meaning and the response required when an alarm sounds. An explanatory sign (describing hazard and action to take) must be posted near a warning light that when ON indicates danger, caution, high explosives, or radioactivity.  In a highly illuminated area, the warning light should be surrounded by a disk or wide-angled cone of a contrasting color. 

1.9  Evacuation Alarm                        

All buildings on site are equipped with a means of notifying personnel to leave the building, which is usually the public address system.  Every dangerous operation area, indoor and outdoor, must be provided with devices to notify personnel to leave the area.  The general evacuation alarm is a steady klaxon horn sound that means "Everyone leaves the building immediately and goes to the prearranged assembly point or as directed by the public address system." The extensiveness and reliability of the alarm system must be proportional to the magnitude of the credible accidents that could occur from the operations in or near the building. 

1.10  Evacuation Alarm, Automatic

An automatic evacuation alarm must be installed that is triggered by a detector directly sensitive to the nature of the hazard for any operation in which an accident could rapidly endanger employees outside the immediate area.  Such an operation must not proceed unless the alarm system is functional.  Manual activation capability and a public address back-up system must be provided in the building. This alarm system must be protected by an automatic emergency power supply. 

1.11  Manual Alarm System                     

A manually operated alarm system must be installed for operations in which accidents would not cause immediate danger to personnel outside the area of the incident but that could develop into dangerous situations.  A public address system operable from the building and from the Fire Department and Protective Services must be provided. 

1.12  Evacuation Alarm System                 

The facility supervisor and Responsible Safety Officer jointly decide the type of evacuation alarm system when needed. 
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