	[Company_Name] Health & Safety Plan 
	Agriculture



Chapter 1 - Agriculture

1.1  Power Lawnmowers                        

Blade tip circle.  The path described by the outermost point of the blade as it is rotated about its shaft axis. Guards.  A part or an assembly provided for shielding a hazardous area of a machine. Catcher assemblies.  Parts or combinations of parts which provide a means for collecting grass clippings or debris. Walk-behind mower.  A mower either pushed or self-propelled and normally guided by the operator walking behind the unit. Operator area, walk-behind mowers.  For discharge interference purposes, that area confined within a circle no smaller than 30 inches in diameter, the center of which is located to the rear of the mower on its longitudinal centerline 30 inches behind the nearest blade tip circle. Power reel mower.  A lawn-cutting machine utilizing a power source to rotate one or more helically formed blades about a horizontal axis to provide a shearing action with a stationary cutter bar or bed knife. Power rotary mower.  A lawn-cutting machine utilizing a power source to rotate one or more cutting blades about a vertical axis. Lowest blade position.  The lowest blade position under static conditions. Riding mower.  A powered, self-propelled lawn-cutting vehicle on which the operator rides and controls the machine. Sulky type mower.  Normally, a walk-behind mower which has been converted to a riding mower by the addition of a sulky. Deadman control.  A control designed so that it will automatically interrupt power to a drive when the operator's actuating force is removed. 

1.2  General Requirements                    

Power lawn mowers of the walk-behind, riding-rotary types, and reel power lawn mowers designed for use by employees shall meet the design specifications in "American National Standard Safety Specifications for Power Lawn mowers" ANSI B71.1-1968.  These specifications do not apply to sulky-type mowers, flail mowers, sickle-bar mowers, or mowers designed for commercial use. All power-driven chains, belts, and gears shall be so positioned or otherwise guarded to prevent the operator's accidental contact therewith, during normal starting, mounting, and operation of the machine. A shutoff device shall be provided to stop operation of the motor or engine.  This device shall require manual and intentional reactivation to restart the motor or engine. All positions of the operating controls shall be clearly identified. The words, "Caution.  Be sure the operating control is in neutral before starting the engine," or similar wording shall be clearly visible at an engine starting control point on self- propelled mowers. Walk-behind and riding rotary mowers: The mower blade shall be enclosed except on the bottom and the enclosure shall extend to or below the lowest cutting point of the blade in the lowest blade position. Guards which must be removed to install a catcher assembly shall comply with the following: Warning instructions shall be affixed to the mower near the opening stating that the mower shall not be used without either the catcher assembly or the guard in place. The catcher assembly or the guard shall be shipped and sold as part of the mower. The instruction manual shall state that the mower shall not be used without either the catcher assembly or the guard in place. The catcher assembly, when properly and completely installed, shall not create a condition which violates the limits given for the guarded opening. Openings in the blade enclosure, intended for the discharge of grass, shall be limited to a maximum vertical angle of the opening of 30@.  Measurements shall be taken from the lowest blade position. The total effective opening area of the grass discharge opening shall not exceed 1,000 square degrees on units having a width of cut less than 27 1/2 inches, or 2,000 square degrees on units having a width of cut 27 1/2 inches or over. The word "caution" or stronger wording shall be placed on the mower at or near each discharge opening. Blade shall stop rotating from the manufacturer's specified maximum speed within 15 seconds after declutching, or shutting off power. In a multi piece blade, the means of fastening the cutting members to the body of the blade or disc shall be so designed that they will not become worn to a hazardous condition before the cutting members themselves are worn beyond use. The maximum tip speed of any blade shall be 19,000 feet per minute. Walk-behind rotary mowers: The horizontal angle of the opening in the blade enclosure, intended for the discharge of grass, shall not contact the operator area. There shall be one of the following at all openings in the blade enclosure intended for the discharge of grass: A minimum unobstructed horizontal distance of 3 inches from the end of the discharge chute to the blade tip circle. A rigid bar fastened across the discharge opening, secured to prevent removal without the use of tools.  The bottom of the bar shall be no higher than the bottom edge of the blade enclosure. The highest point on the front of the blade enclosure, except discharge openings, shall be such that any line extending a maximum of 15@ downward from the horizontal toward the blade shaft axis (axes) shall not intersect the horizontal plane within the blade tip circle.  The highest point on the blade enclosure front, except discharge-openings, shall not exceed 1 and 1/4 inches above the lowest cutting point of the blade in the lowest blade position.  Mowers with a swing over handle are to be considered as having no front in the blade enclosure. The mower handle shall be fastened to the mower so as to prevent loss of control by unintentional uncoupling while in operation. A positive up stop or latch shall be provided for the mower handle in the normal operating position.  The up stop shall not be subject to unintentional disengagement during normal operation of the mower.  The up stop or latch shall not allow the center or the handle grips to come closer than 17 inches horizontally behind the closest path of the mower blade unless manually disengaged. A swing-over handle, which complies with the above requirements, will be permitted. Wheel drive disengaging controls, except dead man controls, shall move opposite to the direction of the vehicle motion in order to disengage the drive.  Dead man controls may operate in any direction to disengage the drive. 

1.3  Riding Rotary Mowers                    

The highest point of all openings in the blade enclosure, front shall be limited by a vertical angle of opening of 15@ and a maximum distance of 1 1/4 inches above the lowest cutting point of the blade in the lowest blade position. Opening shall be placed so that grass or debris will not discharge directly toward any part of an operator seated in a normal operator position. There shall be one of the following at all openings in the blade enclosure intended for the discharge of grass: A minimum unobstructed horizontal distance of 6 inches from the end of the discharge chute to the blade tip circle. A rigid bar fastened across the discharge opening, secured to prevent removal without the use of tools.  The bottom of the bar shall be no higher than the bottom edge of the blade enclosure. Mowers shall be provided with stops to prevent jackknifing or locking of the steering mechanism. Vehicle stopping means shall be provided. Hand-operated wheel drive disengaging controls shall move opposite to the direction of vehicle motion in order to disengage the drive.  Foot-operated wheel drive disengaging controls shall be depressed to disengage the drive.  Dead man controls, both hand and foot operated, may operate in any direction to disengage the drive. 

1.4  Potable Water                           

Potable water shall be provided in all places of employment, for drinking, washing of the person, cooking, washing of foods, washing of cooking or eating utensils, washing of food preparation or processing premises, and personal service rooms. Portable drinking water dispensers shall be designed, constructed, and serviced so that sanitary conditions are maintained, shall be capable of being closed, and shall be equipped with a tap. Open containers such as barrels, pails, or tanks for drinking water from which the water must be dipped or poured, whether or not they are fitted with a cover, are prohibited. A common drinking cup and other common utensils are prohibited. 

1.5  Non Potable Water                       

Outlets for non potable water, such as water for industrial or fire fighting purposes shall be posted or otherwise marked in a manner that will indicate clearly that the water is unsafe and is not to be used for drinking, washing of the person, cooking, washing of food, washing of cooking or eating utensils, washing of food preparation or processing premises, or personal service rooms, or for washing clothes. Construction of non potable water systems or systems carrying any other non potable substance shall be such as to prevent back flow or back siphonage into a potable water system. Non potable water shall not be used for washing any portion of the person, cooking or eating utensils, or clothing.  Non potable water may be used for cleaning work premises, other than food processing and preparation premises and personal service rooms:  Provided that this non potable water does not contain concentrations of chemicals, fecal coliform, or other substances which could create unsanitary conditions or be harmful to employees. 

1.6  Toilet Facilities                       

Except as otherwise indicated in this section, toilet facilities, in toilet rooms separate for each sex, are provided in all places of employment.  The number of facilities to be provided for each sex shall be based on the number of employees of that sex for whom the facilities are furnished. Where toilet rooms will be occupied by no more than one person at a time, can be locked from the inside, and contain at least one water closet, separate toilet rooms for each sex need not be provided. Where toilet facilities will not be used by women, urinals may be provided instead of water closets. This requirement does not apply to mobile crews or to normally unattended work locations so long as employees working at these locations have transportation immediately available to nearby toilet facilities which meet the other requirements of this section. The sewage disposal method shall not endanger the health of employees. Toilet paper with holder shall be provided for every water closet. The requirements of this subsection do not apply to mobile crews or to normally unattended work locations. 

1.7  Showers                                 

Showers are mandatory on exit from the job site when residual chemicals allowed to remain on the skin between work shifts could cause a serious occupational illness. The company is responsible for identifying such potential hazards and for insisting that the employee shower at the end of the shift. Whenever showers are required the showers shall be provided, as follows: One shower shall be provided for each 10 employees of each sex, or numerical fraction thereof, who are required to shower during the same shift. Body soap or other appropriate cleansing agents convenient to the showers shall be provided as specified in this section. Showers shall be provided with hot and cold water feeding a common discharge line. Employees who use showers shall be provided with individual clean towels. Change rooms equipped with storage facilities for street clothes and separate storage facilities for the protective clothing shall be provided, if employees are subject to contamination with toxic materials. 

1.8  Food and Beverages on Premises          

This section shall apply only where employees are permitted to consume food or beverages, or both, on the premises. Eating and drinking areas.  No employee shall be allowed to consume food or beverages neither in a toilet room nor in any area exposed to a toxic material. Waste disposal containers.  Receptacles, constructed of smooth, corrosion resistant, easily cleanable, or disposable materials, shall be provided and used for the disposal of waste food.  The number, size, and location of such receptacles shall encourage their use and not result in overfilling. They shall be emptied not less frequently than once each working day, unless unused, and shall be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition. Receptacles shall be provided with a solid tight-fitting cover unless sanitary conditions can be maintained without use of a cover. Sanitary storage.  No food or beverages shall be stored in toilet rooms or in an area exposed to a toxic material. Food handling.  All employee food service facilities and operations shall be carried out in accordance with sound hygienic principles.  In all places of employment where all or part of the food service is provided, the food dispensed shall be wholesome, free from spoilage, and shall be processed, prepared, handled, and stored in such a manner as to be protected against contamination. 

1.9  Temporary Labor Camps                   

All sites used for camps shall be adequately drained.  They shall not be subject to periodic flooding, nor located within 200 feet of swamps, pools, sink holes, or other surface collections of water unless such quiescent water surfaces can be subjected to mosquito control measures.  The camp shall be located so the drainage from and through the camp will not endanger any domestic or public water supply.  All sites shall be graded, ditched, and rendered free from depressions in which water may become a nuisance. All sites shall be adequate in size to prevent overcrowding of necessary structures.  The principal camp area in which food is prepared and served and where sleeping quarters are located shall be at least 500 feet from any area in which livestock is kept. The grounds and open areas surrounding the shelters shall be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition free from rubbish, debris, waste paper, garbage, or other refuse. Whenever the camp is closed for the season or permanently, all garbage, manure, and other refuse shall be collected and so disposed of as to prevent nuisance.  All abandoned privy pits shall be filled with earth and the grounds and buildings left in a clean and sanitary condition.  If privy buildings remain, they shall be locked or otherwise secured to prevent entrance. The camp shall be constructed in a manner which will provide protection against the elements. Each room used for sleeping purposes shall contain at least 50 square feet of floor space for each occupant.  At least a 7-foot ceiling shall be provided. Beds, cots, or bunks, and suitable storage facilities such as wall lockers for clothing and personal articles shall be provided in every room used for sleeping purposes.  Such beds or similar facilities shall be spaced not closer than 36 inches both laterally and end to end, and shall be elevated at least 12 inches from the floor.  If double-deck bunks are used, they shall be spaced not less than 48 inches both laterally and end to end.  The minimum clear space between the lower and upper bunk shall be not less than 27 inches.  Triple-deck bunks are prohibited. The floors of each shelter shall be constructed of wood, asphalt, or concrete.  Wooden floors shall be of smooth and tight construction.  The floors shall be kept in good repair. All wooden floors shall be elevated not less than 1 foot above the ground level at all points to permit free circulation of air beneath. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit "banking" with earth or other suitable material around the outside walls in areas subject to extreme low temperatures. All living quarters shall be provided with windows the total of which shall be not less than one-tenth of the floor area.  At least one-half of each window shall be so constructed that it can be opened for purposes of ventilation. All exterior openings shall be effectively screened with 16-mesh material. All screen doors shall be equipped with self-closing devices. Each dwelling unit shall have at least 70 square feet of floor space for the first occupant and at least 50 square feet of floor space for each additional occupant.  A separate sleeping area shall be provided for the husband and wife in all family units in which one or more children over six years of age are housed. In camps where cooking facilities are used in common, stoves (in ratio of one stove to 10 persons or one stove to two families) shall be provided in an enclosed and screened shelter.  Sanitary facilities shall be provided for storing and preparing food. If a camp is used during cold weather, adequate heating equipment shall be provided. All heating, cooking, and water heating equipment shall be installed in accordance with state and local ordinances, codes, and regulations governing such installation. 
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