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Chapter 1 - Aerial Lifts

1.1  General Requirements

Aerial lifts acquired for use on or after January 22, 1973 shall be designed and constructed in conformance with the applicable requirements of the American National Standards for ‘Vehicle Mounted Elevating and Rotating Work Platforms,’ ANSI A92.2-1969, including appendix. Aerial lifts acquired before January 22, 1973 may not be used unless they have been modified to conform to the applicable design and construction requirements of ANSI A92.2-1969. 
Aerial lifts include the following types of vehicle-mounted aerial devices used to elevate personnel to job-sites above ground:
· Extensible boom platforms;

· Aerial ladders;

· Articulating boom platforms;

· Vertical towers; and

· A combination of any such devices. 
Aerial equipment may be made of metal, wood, fiberglass reinforced plastic (FRP), or other material; may be powered or manually operated; and are deemed to be aerial lifts whether or not they are capable of rotating about a substantially vertical axis.
1.2  Modifications

Aerial lifts may be ‘field modified’ only with [Company_Name] prior authorization for uses other than those intended by the manufacturer provided the modification has been certified in writing from the manufacturer or by any other equivalent entity, such as a nationally recognized testing laboratory. 

The modifications will be in conformity with all applicable provisions of ANSI A92.2-1969 and this program and will be at least as safe as the equipment was before modification.

1.3  Testing, Inspections and Authorized Personal

Lift controls shall be tested each day prior to use to determine that such controls are in safe working condition. 

Visual inspections shall be made of the equipment to determine that it is in good condition each day the equipment is to be used. 

Tests shall be made at the beginning of each shift during which the equipment is to be used to determine that the brakes and operating systems are in proper working condition.

Only authorized persons designated by [Company_Name] shall operate an aerial lift. Boom and basket load limits specified by the manufacturer shall not be exceeded.

1.4  Vehicle Clearance and Reversing

All [Company_Name] company vehicles must have a reverse signal alarm audible above the surrounding noise level or: the vehicle is backed up only when an observer signals that it is safe to do so.

Except where electrical distribution and transmission lines have been deenergized and visibly grounded at point of work or where insulating barriers that are not part of or attach to the equipment or machinery have been erected to prevent physical contact with the lines, all [Company_Name] equipment or machines are to be operated in proximate to power lines only for lines rated 50 kV or below. Further, the minimum clearance between the lines and any part of the crane or load shall be 10 feet.
1.5  Fall Protection & Positioning Device Systems

Employees shall always stand firmly on the floor of the basket, and shall not sit or climb on the edge of the basket or use planks, ladders, or other devices for a work position.

A body harness shall be worn and a lanyard attached to the boom or basket when working from an aerial lift.
Body harnesses and components shall be used only for employee protection (as part of a personal fall arrest system or positioning device system) and not to hoist materials.

Positioning devices shall be rigged such that an employee cannot free fall more than 2 feet (.9 m).

Positioning devices shall be secured to an anchorage capable of supporting at least twice the potential impact load of an employee's fall or 3,000 pounds (13.3 kN), whichever is greater.
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