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	Laundry and Dry Cleaning Equipment



Chapter 1 - Laundry and Dry Cleaning Equipment 

1.1   Marking Machine

 (a) Each power marking machine shall be equipped with a spring compression device of such design as to prevent injury to finger bones should they be caught between the marking plunger and platen, or 

(b) The marking machine shall be equipped with a control mechanism which will require the simultaneous action of both hands to operate the machine, or 

(c) There shall be a guard which will interpose a barrier in front of the marking plunger. 

1.2   Washing Machines

(a) Each washing machine shall be equipped with a substantial cover of not less than No. 20 gauge material, or equivalent, to cover the opening in the case or shell. 

(b) Each washing machine shall be equipped with an interlock that will disconnect the current to the drive motor and prevent starting rotation of the cylinder when the access door to the machine is open. The interlock shall, however, enable the operator to inch the machine with the access door open. 

EXCEPTION: This requirement does not apply to washing machines of 50 pounds capacity or less and which does not rotate more than 100 RPM. 

(c) Each washing machine or washer/extractor shall be provided with a means to prevent accidental self-closing of the shell or cylinder doors while loading or unloading the machine. 

EXCEPTION: This requirement does not apply to sideward-hinged or over-the-center doors that tend to remain open. 

1.3  Extractors

(a) Each extractor shall be equipped with a metal cover of at least No. 20 gauge, or its equivalent, which shall entirely cover the opening of the outer shell. 

(b) Each centrifugal extractor or washer/extractor shall be equipped with an interlock that will disconnect the current to the drive motor and prevent starting rotation of the cylinder when the access door to the machine is open. The interlock shall further prevent opening of the access door or cover while the cylinder is rotating. The interlock shall, however, allow the operator to rotate the basket by manual control or inch the basket for loading or unloading while the access door or cover is open. 

(c) The exterior of the basket, including hoops or bands, shall be inspected at least every year to determine condition of basket. The extractor shall be dismantled and the bearings, bearing blocks, and basket shall be inspected at least every two years and all necessary repairs or replacements made. A basket that shows signs of weakness, shall not be used. A record of the inspection, including the date and name of person who made the inspection, shall be kept on file in the plant. 

(d) Each extractor shall be equipped with a mechanically or electrically operated brake to stop the basket when the power driving the basket is shut off. 

(e) Each squeeze extractor shall be provided with a cover operated by two-hand controls, and an interlock to prevent unloading the machine unless the pressure has been released and also to prevent applying pressure unless the cover has been properly closed. Gages in front of the machine shall indicate the applied pressure. A steam, hydraulic- or pneumatic-operated device shall be provided with a pressure relief valve set to open if the applied pressure exceeds by 10% the maximum operating pressure which shall be shown on the machine nameplate. 

1.4  Power Wringer

Each power wringer shall be equipped with a guard across the entire front of the feed or first pressure rolls, so arranged that when struck the machine will immediately stop. 

1.5  Drying Tumbler, End Loading

(a) Each tumbler shall be equipped with a device that will prevent energizing the drive motor which rotates the cylinder unless the shell door is closed. The device shall, however, allow for the momentary inching of the tumbler to facilitate loading and unloading. 

(b) Each tumbler shall be provided with means to prevent accidental self-closing of the shell door during loading and unloading of the machine. This requirement does not apply to sideward-hinged doors that tend to remain open. 

EXCEPTION: 

1. This requirement does not apply to sideward-hinged doors that tend to remain open. 

2. Tumblers designed without doors where the work is continuously loaded and discharged. 

1.6   Shaker (Clothes Tumbler, Batch Type)

(a) Each shaker or clothes tumbler shall be equipped with: 

(1) A device that will prevent the tumbler from moving while the door is open. The tumbler shall be enclosed or guarded so as to prevent accidental contact. 

(2) Brakes or other positive locking devices to prevent the inside cylinder from moving when the machine is being loaded or unloaded. 

NOTE: "Inching devices" are permitted. 

1.7  Drying Box or Cabinets 

Access doors to drying boxes or cabinets shall have door latches or locks that will enable an operator to open the doors readily from the inside and the outside. Doors that cannot be opened from the inside without a key, wrench, or tool shall not be used on drying boxes or cabinets. 

1.8   Ironer (Flatwork Type)

(a) Each flatwork and collar ironer shall be equipped with a guard across the entire front of the feed or first pressure rolls, so arranged that when struck the machine will immediately stop. 

(b) The pressure rolls shall be guarded or covered so that an employee cannot reach into the rolls. 

1.9   Ironer (Body Type)

Each body ironer, roll or shoe type, including sleeve and band ironers, shall be equipped with a guard across the entire length of the feed roll or shoe, so designed that when struck the machine will immediately stop. 

1.10   Ironer (Rotary-Body Type)

Each combined rotary bosom and coat-ironer shall be equipped with a guard across the entire length of the feed roll or shoe, so designed that when struck the machine will immediately stop. 

1.11   Ironer (Press Type)

Every ironing press (except hand- or foot-power presses) used in the ironing or finishing of textiles and/or other materials shall be equipped with a guard or controls of such design, construction, and installation that will prevent the operator, or other person, from being caught between the ironing surfaces. 

1.12   Boilers and Pressure Vessels

(a) Boilers and pressure vessels shall comply with the Boiler and Fired Pressure Vessel Safety Orders and the Unfired Pressure Vessel Safety Orders. 

(b) Where pressure-reducing valves are used, a safety relief valve shall be provided on the low-pressure side of the reducing valve to prevent pressure build-up in excess of the maximum allowable working pressure. The safety relief valve shall be located as close as possible to the reducing valve, and it shall be vented to the atmosphere in a manner to avoid injury or damage caused by escaping fluid. The relief valve and vent system discharge capacity shall be sized so that the pressure rating of the low-pressure piping and equipment are not exceeded if the reducing valve sticks or fails to close. 

NOTE: The relief valve may be omitted if the pressure before the reducing valve does not exceed the maximum working pressure of the equipment. 

1.13   Operating Rules

(a) Employees shall be properly instructed on the hazards of their work and on safe practices by either bulletins, printed rules, verbal instructions, or periodic safety meetings. 

(b) Markers, sorters, and other persons handling soiled clothes shall be warned by signs in their work area against touching eyes, mouth, or any part of the body on which the skin has been broken, abrased, or injured, and against touching or eating food unless their hands have been thoroughly washed. 
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