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Chapter 1 - Rock Crushing and Drilling

1.1  Rock Crushers. 

(a) Every rock crusher where an employee is required or permitted to be at, or near, an unguarded feed opening, shall be provided with adequate means whereby the power can be quickly disconnected in case of emergency. Such means of disconnecting the power shall be located at the crusher feed opening. 

(b) A safe place shall be provided for employees at a crusher while cars or haulage vehicles are being unloaded. 

(c) Adequate precautions shall be taken to prevent materials from being dumped into the crusher or crusher feeder while men are working therein. 

(d) Employees working at a crusher shall be protected from falling into the crusher by one of the following means: 

(1) By adequately guarding the crusher mouth. 

(2) Use of a working platform located in such position that hung-up material in the crusher can be safely dislodged from the platform. The platform shall have a standard railing. 

(3) When it is not practical to adequately guard the crusher mouth, a safety belt and life line shall be worn by employees working over the feed opening of an operating crusher. This life line shall be tied sufficiently short to prevent the wearer from getting into the crusher. 

(4) By other equally safe means. 

It is recommended that a wedge on a line, or hooks attached to an overhead hoist, be used to keep the crusher feed open. 

(e) Before any repair work that may endanger the employee is started on a crusher, the prime mover shall be shut down, and where feasible rendered inoperable. A sign prohibiting starting shall be placed on the prime mover controls. 

1.2  Rock Crushers Part II
(a) Every rock crusher where an employee is required or permitted to be at or near an unguarded feed opening shall be provided with adequate means whereby the power can be quickly disconnected in case of emergency. Such means of disconnecting the power shall be located at the crusher feed opening. 

(1) A safe place shall be provided for employees at a crusher while cars or haulage vehicles are being unloaded. 

(2) Adequate precautions shall be taken to prevent materials from being dumped into the crusher or crusher feeder while employees are working therein. 

(3) Employees working at a crusher shall be protected from falling into the crusher by one of the following means: 

(A) By adequately guarding the crusher mouth. 

(B) Use of working platform located in such position that hung-up material in the crusher can be safely dislodged from the platform. The platform shall have a standard railing. 

(C) When it is not practical to guard the crusher mouth, a safety belt and life line shall be worn by employees working over the feed opening of an operating crusher. This life line shall be tied sufficiently short to prevent the wearer from getting into the crusher. 

1.3  Rock Drilling Operations. 

(a) When drilling holes in rock, or other dust-producing material, the dust shall be controlled within the maximum acceptable concentrations. Respiratory protection may be required. 

(b) All power controlled air drilling shall be performed by use of water or chemical solutions for controlling dust, or other equivalent means. 

(c) The ends and each joint of air hoses 1 inch inside diameter or larger shall be chained or secured, as necessary, to prevent whipping in the event of a disconnected hose unless a suitable ball check device or equivalent is provided at the air source. 

(d) Air pipe lines shall be protected against accidental impact from vehicles and falling objects at points where breakage of lines would constitute a hazard to employees. 

(e) Iron or steel hammers used for removing detachable bits shall be malleable or annealed, so that they will not readily chip or break while being used. 

(f) Tugger and anchor lines shall be provided for securing drilling equipment on steep slopes. 

(g) Workers shall be provided with, and required to use, personal fall protection  for all scaling and drilling operations performed on steep slopes. A positive descent control device shall be used for all such applications. 
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